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$77 reverend Pane © * on 
our late king, bare, a little un- 
fortunately, been fond of comparing 
him with a monarch in no reſpect re- 
ſembling im; except in the length 
of his reign, thirty and three years ;, 
which a lucky text informed them to 
be the duration of David's ſovereignty 
over the Hebrew nation. Had our good 
old king died a year ſooner, or had we 
2 been 


W PREFA c E. 
been indulged with him a year longer; 
_ they would then have loſt the oppor- 


tunity of applying this text; and in ei- 
ther caſe we might not have nn of 


dhe e 


A reyerence for the memoty of our. 
late worthy prince, has occalioned the 
World being troubled with a new hiſ- 
tory of king David; which might 
ctherwiſe not have appeared: meerly 
to ſhew how the memory of the Bri- 
ith monarch is inſulted by the com- 
Parllon. Compariſons are frequently 
Aid to be odious: but no one was 
cet rigre &, chan in this preſent in- ; 
ahce.” | 
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PREPAQE A 


The accepted characher of Dia 
* of Hrael, is—!he man after G 0d 3 

cn Beart; ;—which is is the APES of 
purity . by ſuppolition : and this"We | 
preſume to be the reaſon why « a fimi⸗ 
Iitude was endeavoured to be track | 
between their characters; in order to 
derive a glory from David, to a king. 
who has no need of having the Jewiſh 
chronicles ſearched to dab his te- 
putation. The preſent e en quiry hall 
be, how far the general tc tenor 'of Ba. 


vid's s. condudt, eotited kim to | 
jo ys it juſlly 


noble attribute. 11 he en 
A ſcrutiny will be fo be 14 _ 
his fame, that! it wil relleck a ſu W r 
luſtre after duch an examination, — IP 
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| of Jews hit 


Faul. The 
limited; but it is more than a meer 


grant of liberty, it is a poſitive injunc- 


33282 P R EFACE. 
| of. oe will ſenſible perſons. regrex 


their being led to. form a right judg- 
ment, here they only ſat down with 


2 diflatisfied acquieſcence ? which is 
the fituation of r many a ſerious us peryſer 


1 al ehings; ; FR | faſt that hich 


7s good ; is the language of the apoſtle 
liberty thus granted is un» 


is 


| tion: let no one then be ſo timid as 


N mp, audacious Romiſh prieſt can pre- 


to refign an inclination. to ſatisfy juſt 


C- doubts : in Britain, thanks to the ob- 
Ninate hereſy of our brave forefathers, 


ſcribe 
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eee, e 
believe even an angel from 
- who ſhould preach any other goſpel 
than that of Chriſt'® ; 


has furniſhed us; 
or to give the lie to our moſt elf. 


evident 
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1 of: David's en we 0 no 
other means than to inf] pect his actions, 
e are the only credible manifeſta- 
tions of them. We need then but to 
examine his life as contained in the 
| Old Tanna where 
facts inconteſtible, ons therefore not 


liable 1 to the charge of calumny; on 
_ which to found our opinion: in doing 
this, the author will not ſcruple to 
laugh where he muſt, at the, ſame 
time that he will be candid every 
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ver in which the "Jewiſh! hiſtory” is 


| He is not unſenſible of two formi- 
An rann to this deſign. Curio 


1 The broken unconne 


tranſmitted down to us 2 which ren- 
ders it impoſſible to give Aa cn 
narrative of any period 1 in it. 1 


II. The partial repreſentation of i, | 


as s being written by thetnfelves. - 
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"© #2; 


Is ſome 8 nl 282 ha 5 


obſtacles, the author aſſumes the li- 


berty of giving bis ſenſe to what ap- 


peats dark, or miſrepreſented ; which 
he hopes will not be er bim. 0 
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Jong: as it is not found that a forced | 
conſtruction is put upon any - ecu 
cited: or, thati it is repreſented in any 
7 other light than what it naturally ap- 
pears in, when examined with the 
ſame freedom, which is uſed in read- 
ing: Tacitus, Rollin, or Rapin ; z and 
which we have a right to uſe toward 
"ng 85 


And [eſt it ſhould be imagined that 
| too great liberties are taken with the 
biblical writers ; it may not be amiſs 
to mention once for all, that innume- 
able inſtances might be produced, to 
| ſhew that the authority of the Lord, 

ſo continually quoted to ſanctify every 


tranſaQtion related ; conſtituted for the / 
moſt 


PREFACE A 


moſt part, nothing more than national . 
phraſes, which obtained univerſally | 
among ſo bigotted a people as on all 
occaſions the Jews appear to have 
been: one twelſth part of whom were 
appropriated to the Hrs 1 


The author is not withous! appre-- 
henſion that this W may 
excite the indignation of many wor- 
thy perſons againſt him, whoſe zeal 
may catch fire, at ſo free a diſquiſition | 
on what they have always been taught | 
to eſteem a ſacred. character: . this 5s | 

what he is extreamly ſorry for 3 fince 
it is with the utmoſt - regret, that he 
would give be: leaſt a to: the 
EZ well- 


. ene pact of mbkind; - Bur 
2 blind reverence not having had influ- 
| ence over him, ſufficient to make him 
read with his eyes ſhut, he has re- 
preſented matters.as they appeared 7o 
him : giving his vouchers for "ory 
fact, as he N . 


"Thar the! ſenſe 3 in which the act * 
David are here underſtood, is the moſt 
obvious and natural, appears from the 


| amazing pains it has occaſioned his 
. champions, to force another upon them. 
Of this the life of David, by Dr. De- 
F lang, is a . remarkable and recent 
| inſtance; but whoſe groſs palliations, 
[ a conjectures and mean ſhifts 

N a | to 
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PREFACE a 


to which he has been driven, prove 
the difficulty of the taſk ; while they . 
are too frivolous to bias any, but the 


moſt Catbolic believers. 


Mr. Stackhouſe, in his Hiſtory of 


the Bible, has urged arguments againſt 
particular paſſages, under the title of 
Objections; fo cogent, that bis anſwers 


to,. could not be 2 even to 


himſelf, 
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AFTER GOD OWN HEAR 


| HE 
I Sogn ſtration of Joel and Abiah, the two 
ſons of Samuel z whom he had deputed to judge. 


e HE firlt eff 


der, roſe in a tumultuous manner, and applied 
to Samuel for redreſs 3 teſtifying a deſire to ex- 
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* 1 Sam. viii. 3. 
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T HISTORY or THE MAN 
 perience a. different mode of government; by 


peremptorily demanding a King * . At this,. 


: © however, Samuel is greatly diſpleaſed : not that- 


his ns ——— the people ; for bf: 
this he takes no manner of notice; neither ex- 
culpating them, nor pronifing the people. re- 
dreſs : his chagrin was-owing to the violent re- 
fumption of the ſupreme magiſtracy out of the 
hapds; of his family.; a circumſtance, for which 
he expreſſes the bittereſt reſentment f. He con- 
ſults the Lord; and, not knowing elſe how the 
inſurrection might terminate, in his name yields: 
to. their deſires; promiſing them a king, with 


.. 
> 


_ uehgeance- ta them. For, fays the Lord, they. 


have not rejefted thee, but they have rejacted me, 
that I ſhould not-reign over them 1. The people, 
notwithſtanding,” obſtinately. perſiſted in theio 


demand, and diſperſed. not without a promile-of 


- Sumuel apparently boſe the OY a 


Wetbed⸗ 
— ANEIIER 3 . 
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nen. viii. . 5... Wer. G He. f Ver. 1. 


king, in name; 3-bnt w dev ag ub. 


his Kere abe — and find- 
bby —— 2 

ane © © 

gain anions of Wet 


| We gather from ſeveral pallages 10 Jovi 
hiſtory, that there were ſerinaries-of propliets, 
7. e. the univerſities of the tithes} where-youth 
were trained. up to the myſtery ol ptophefying, | 
We find there were falſe proptiets;" Notideon- 
formiſts, not of the eſtabliſhment ; we find'that 


fy Sam. ix. 7. 8. eee 0. dne 


prophetical character, 3 mat- 
ters, for reaſonable gratuities. A chief among 
the prophets, one who had been a — over 
en eee for 1 on 


ment as chor commemorated by Butler in the perſon 
bs . who according to him, dealt er bt 


— — — in acfliny's dark. compel... 

wh Jage opinions of the moon eln; 

To abbem all people far and pop ; 

05 dtep importances rern. 
Js — 1 «gd. 
1 Or linen ſinds cui ef, the away z; a 

When geeſe and pullen are . > oh eee 
And foxes. of Jucking bigs are , 3 
116 When catil feel indiſpoſioon on, 
28 Aud need 1h" minen of plyfcians a; wore n 

When murrain reigns in hogs er ſheep, 5 3 

Las And thickens Iangliſt of the Ü. 

Abbes yeaft and outward. cant do fails: |, 
ind have no pow'r.to avork on alt; © 
N den butter does refu fe to come, 


A4 . proves war's ond a; © 
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„ Bote to Progeed, Saul nat e 
. aſſes, but a kingdom inte the bargai | * 


. ww, 4 


the ſpirit of the Lord given to him ®, wi 


te influence of this diving — dd 367 


1 % 10 Rails bi ww 42 fy | 
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3." They for diſcowry, fcb, or curing. : 


eſſion ſlill ſubſiſting, though of far greater - 
et: while kept i in ow — 


felgn of king _— —— of 
nim being me 7 becauſe the life of David could 
not be properly introduced wichout 
the cauſe of the b government, and 
the manner In wh y was firſt efta- 
Biſhed ; fince porn er in Saul, 
alta leads to his fimitar eleftion of David. x 
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"diſobedience of Saul, in ſparing ons 
e 9 — which. 


Hi. By ts *; | iris 
bim the Favour of th cw. 109 an of 
Kings ; and in the end produced the miſerable - 


4eftruion. not . 2 net ot his 


Tc wick Jn ee intai | 
22 


1 e e e in. nat a 
how, king of the Amalekites, was the only 
cauſe of this rupture between him and Samuel. 
For we may gather from- other parts of h 
hiltory, that Saul was not _over-well affeQted 
| toward his patrons the Levites o whom he hu 
too much ſpirit to continue under ſubjection 80. 
This, however, was the occaſion on which ga- 
muel choſe to declare himſelf + : he haughtily 
| avowed an intention of depoſing bim 4½ un 
ordering Agag to be brought into his pre, 
6 W 


1 Satt. l. e xivill. 9. 
I Seat de best ald bs ase SGD aan 
'before, by daring to ſacrifice without him, on a time 

when Samuel did not keep his appointment with... 
| "him, See Ch. xui. 8.—14. | ; 
| ver 33. 
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1 Ch, xv; 26, 28. 
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fl We now be the 4 — of the . ; 


15 ee of his intention to make an- 
other king; Samuel goes uber the pretence of 
a ſacrifice, and anoints another ſhepherd-bay * ; 
Which was David the youngeſt ſon of Jeſſe, the 
Beth-lchemite ; and gave him the ſpirit of the 
Lord, which he had juſt taken from poor Saul. 
The king in the mean time reſſecting on the 
pretariouſneſs of his ſituation, now that the 
- prieſts, in the perſon of Samuel, were exaſpe- 
xiv againſt him ; and well knowing their i im- 
portance among his ſubjects, fell into a melan- | 
an diſorder of mind t, which his  phyſicjang 
vere unable to 1 8 


8 
* 


This was made the ' occaſion of Shih 
David to court. The. king was adviſed to di- 
ven bimſelf with th maße and David was con- 
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Sam, avi. ** + Wa 14. | - | 1 — 


wived eee 3 br bis ſkilt 

on the harp *. Saul accordingly ſent to Jeg 
to requeſt his ſon ; which was immediately com. 
plied with: and David was «ept at ue in 
the capacity of the king's . 


Here the ſtory 118 to grow coifuled, * 
Philiſtines is abruptly introduced; in the midi 
of the relation of which, we ate as abruptly in- 
formed that David returned from Saul to feed 
b is father's ſheep t again: from whence his ſa- 
ther ſent him with proviſions for his brothers - | 
who were in the army F. What can Wes, 
think: of this? Jeſſe. hardly reralled his. fon. 
from the honourable poſt of armour · bearer tu 
the king! it is not likely, that he was turned 
off, ſince we afterward find him playing an the 
barp to the king, as before ||; neither was it a 
proper employment for the king's armour· bearer 
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„I Sam. xvi. 8. f Ver. 21. f Ch 
#yii, 13. I Ver. 17. . Oh, xviti. 10, 
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the field and his majeſty with them in perſon 1 
"Why—the moſt ealy method, is to take it as we 
mind ir; to ſuppoſe it to be right, and 80 que 
* on with the * 


vrdinary fize, named Goliah z who came out 

41 their camp, day by day, challenging and 
defying any one among the Hebrews to ſingle 
combat, and to reſt:the deciſion of their quarrel 

upon the event of the battle between them: 
an offer, which no one among the Iſraelites 
was hitherto found hardy enough to accept“. 

David arrived at the army juſt as it was form- 
ing for engagement; at which time the Giant 
i n as ee . — wenaces 


1 what rene: would be A 86 
e chis giant, and finding that great riches and 
he king's daughter would be the prize of con- 


"ad ater I 
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OY the Philiſtine army was 4 man of tra. | 


3 * > cnn — 2» 


r nottwithſtand . 
ing the * with: which 1 offer was 
| treated. + bad: elt d anna" 4: 62: 


aſſurance of victory; girded his own, armour 
on him +: but David put it off again, truſting. 
entirely to a pouch of ſtones, and his own ſkill 
and ſtamped a-raſh undertaking} with a. mor 
with a ſtone; then ran in upon. bim, cut his 
bead off with his own ſword, and brought it. 

riumphantly to the king of Iſrael 6. The con- 
W was the defeat of the Philiſtines. , 
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„ we meet b re,, 
For, though Saul, as we have already obſetved, 
to Jeſſe expreſsly for his ſon. David 


{| ſon Jonathan +. But the inordinate ace 
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E BT: STORY OF. THE MAN | 


42 David- /played to him on the r 
though Saul had again ſent to Jeſſe, to deſire 
that David might be permitted to ſtay with him; 
and in conſequence of this, had created” him 
his armour-bearer; though he had now a freſh | 
conference with him 3 had Juſt put {his on uit 
of armour on him; though all theſe occurrences 
muſt have happened within a ſmall ſpace of 
time, yet, his memory is made ſo to fail him on 
x ſudden, 'that he knew nothing of David, or 
His parentage ! but while David Went ee 
the Giant, he enquired: of others who proved 2 

- Ipnorant ns himſelf, whoſe ſon the indie 
was? This ſtumbling block we muſt TE 


* over, for | it is vot to be e 4711 


Toe reputation kick this nts aden pro- 
cured to David, ſoon gained him advancement 
in the army,” and a warm friendſhip with Saul's 


20 of the ca on account of the death of 
. 8 * " a — pe Per the = 


——_ *. " T 4 4 bs 2 FH, 
4 9 * + ap FF T0 "3" 
; ” | CY yy ” ” . 4 4 i 14 4 2” der . 2 5 * 
* 2 * 2% s 2 111 8 f : 1 FA LY 4 2 
N * i Sam. XVII. KL 7 , Ch. XVI 43. * & 4 
+ * 5 _ 


. 


the Philiſtine Giant, Saul bath Him bis thouſands 


and David his ten thouſands *, a rhodomontade' 


the two ſubjects of the contraſt; juſtly occalions | 


ed Saul to view David with a jealous eye. | We 
have all the reaſon in the world to believe that 


Samuel and the prieſts made eyery poſſible ads 


vantage of an adventure ſo fortunate for their 
ſecondary king, to improve his growing popu- 


larity z which even at its outſet. had fo far ex- 
geeded all bounds of decency: What, ſaid Saul, 
can be have more but the kingdom +? and we 


may therefore conclude that the king ſaw 
enough to alarm him; for we are told, that 


Saul eyed David from that day and fur gur f, 


Thus we find that on the day following, while 


David played as uſual on his harp before Saul, 


the king caſt a javelin at him & which David 
avoided. Saul then made him captain over 4 


eren laying let not mine band be upon bim, 


Mart | * 


Sam. win. 7. + Ver. 8. "= 


5 Ver. 11. 
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re p ad ie ee dr ee a i OT NET - _ 
” 


this young hero, politicafly hoped to enſnare 


10 get rid of bim by putting him upom his 
mettle, in performing feats of valour: for a 
defcieney of courage is not to be numbered 
among David's faults.” It was with this view 
|  that'the king, yet required of him, an hundred 
Philiſtine akne $, 28 the nne of be⸗ 
aw. 


| coming his ſon-in 


tur li the band of the Philiflines be upon ® 
BD ot it r e -f n 


Aber: and David's . — 
Non, was incomparably well ated ; he know- 
ing himſelf at the fame time, to be ſecretly in- 


2 TE: for the e, „ ere 
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* Saul, upon reflexion, concluding. it PO = 
ous to execute any open act of violence againſt 


kim, by exalting him high in his favour ; or 


e —__ ** — det. 


** ” . _ 


'* Sam. wi. 19. | + Ver 19. .. 
1 ver. 28. — to Jolephus, 600· leads. 


© Hal acting of wes * required,, 2 nan 
of ability and generoſity might with a yery ge 
grace have gverpaid the demand; but. where ' 
the lives of men,. even though enemies, are” 
concerned, a perſon actuated by tho ſeelings of 
humanity, would have adhered but to the er 
number required. David however, in this in: 
ſtance, gave the firſt proof of his delight, in 
blood; by producing deuble the number 
alted,. in full tal: It argues nothing to. plend 
the different manners of mankind, in thoſe cachy 
and leſs civilized ages of the world :. for if be 
vun then the mam after God's own heart Gad 
is unalterable ; and always required that; we 
Wer Wee ly Ws OS: 
with. him. 
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Daria flit advancedin- his mititary t uta, 
tion ; and nd « you advocate is the 
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weet i Ein and Saul o: : at "which time 
Saul Wos he would no more attempt his life. 
| Nevertheleſs whether i it was that he could. not | 


v get the better of his jealouſy ; ; or whether i it was 


that he fil diſcovered David" intriguing - with the 
priefts; we know not ; conſequences incline us 


f to the laff conjeRure : . Saul made two more at- 


npts to kill him +; from one of which he was. 
Protected by his wife Michal; and finding it 
net ſafe to ſtay at court, he fled to Samuel in 
Rimah 75 Hicher Saul ſent meſſengers to appre- 
hend him 53 but "theſe i it ſeems, ſeeing Samuel 
_ prefiding over a company of prophets and pro- 
 thehivg, were ſized with the ſpirit of prophe- 
"Dl alſo * and not only ſo, but it-is "related 
that Saul finding this, went at laſt himſelf, to 
juſt the ſame purpoſe ; 45 for he likewiſe prophe 
_ fed Aripping himſelf naked, in which condi: 
805 he continued f for a i day and a night. nd 
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"Kg; — odd mation 
the hiſtorian added the. 


I N 
ed e bn oft cis wid ws | 
ſent after him: but when the king is ſaid | 
have 1 
been attended with fuch extravagant circum I 
ſtances, as ſtripping himſelf, and lying in that. 
Fondition for, a. Gay. and ©, night 1,08, M08 = | 
ſuppoſition that the prophets knew how to.inſpirs. „ 
theſe bigotted people with, occaſional, fits of an- 


7 *. | = 8 
of, YO I 
* * 7 T 3 9 . I f , ſk 
; 


ing. "Bur the ſpirit of God is alledged on all 


theſe oceaſions; this is ſaid to have been upon 


Saul; and this 16 ſufficient to ſtop all imperti- 
nent inquiſitive folks : thus, after multum a- 


gendo, wihil ou, we e leave it—juft as we 


1 4 - 


14 * 


with Jonathan; for he durſt not venture to ap- 
pear at court. At this meeting, Jonathan, 

Who had conceived too great an affection for 
dis man, and was at length ſeduced by him 
| from the duty and allegiance which he owed to 
mis father and king, ſolemnly vowed + that hne 
would ſound his father's intentions on the next 


een 7 had a private interview 


day, which being the feſtival of the new moon, 


Hs, 


David's attendance was expected at the king's 
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1 Sam. xx. . '+ Ver. 12. 


ger intended him. David lay hid in a Hd, n: 
til Jonathan brought bim the required. intelli- 
gence; and when the king uſked- after hin = 
Jonathan, as had been before concerted, ſaid 
that he had requeſted leave to go and perform 
a family ſacrifice at Beth-lehem. Saul's reply | 
on this occaſion is very pertinent, and thews 
| that his antipathy to David was not the cauſe» 
leſs inveteracy of a diſordered mind. Thes 
' SauPs anger wai tindled againſt Jonathan, and 


he ſaid unto hin, Thou fon of the e rebel» = 


| ious woman, do not 1 know that thin haſt choſen [ 
the ſon of Jeſſe to thine own configfon, and unto 
the confuſion of thy mether's natedneſt? Bir'as 
r upon the grown 
3 ano ſnd and ftch him ante fr bo 
foall fureh die. ® Jonathan expoſtulared with 


his father, and DOTY Iu 1 * 9 
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ment; of the "king's Giſpolition regarding kim 
 xAired do Abimelech the high prieſt, at the eity 


— — “Ty— 4 Late en Re'y — 2 
- . - . ” << a, nr? x" 
. : * 


— — _ * — — — = * 
— — — — ' öQ— rea — eee — 
—— 7 — — 8 — oY —_ . . 844 cats 
* 


3 thing : or at leaſt any thing thoe has reached 
"our times. Here David appears to diſad vantage: 


ed Tur STORY OF THE MAN 
Desi belng advertiſed; according to agrera 


vr Nebs: : who treated bim with "ſhew-bread, 
end armed him with the ſword of 'Goliah 3 


Whit bu beenthung up andeonſecrtd to God 


x this ford: 
\ſter its dedication as a refigiods trophy, to be a 


| Inanifeftation of boftile intentions, or a declara- 
mien of war againſt Saul z. for which be now 

to the firſt opportunity to prepare. Thus ac» 
- Vontred, he fied out of guden, to Achiſh, king 


of Gath ; intending aa we have good reaſon 
s believe, to enter into a treaty of alliance with 


"hink againſt the Hebrew; but the popular cry 


n againſt him before he accempliſhed any 


= Mg his carrying with him 'the ſword of 


9 Goliah, 
— — — — — - 
1am. xxi. 3. + Ver. 9. Joſephus, 
1 Ver. 10. 
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banditii®. Hither allo came to him his father 
and all his brethren : and the fuſt movement 
that he made, was to go to the king of Moab, 
| to defire a retreat for his father and mother, un- 
tl he knew the event of his enterprize f. 
9 the advice of the wee Gad, David 
at marched into the land of Judah : Gad, 
v0 doubt "hoped that as the young adventurer 
Was of that tribe, he would there meet with 
conſiderable reinforcement, When Saul heard 
of this inſurrection, he pathetically laments his 
misfortune to thoſe about him; that they, and 
even his ſon Jonathan, ſhould conſpire againſt 
bim §. Then ſtarted up one Doeg, an Edomite, 
who informed Saul, that he had ſeen David 
harboured by the priefts in Nob |. Upon this, 
Saul ſummoned all thoſe belonging to that city, 
hefore him, with Abimelech their chief ; who 
| began to excuſe himſelf as well as he could: 


Y Oy Sam. xxii. 2. . 1 Ver. 3 1 3 Ver. Fo 
$Ver.7.% h ver. 9. 5 
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but Saul remembering, without doubt, the 
threatening of Samuel, concerning 5 0 4 
Hon Anas 6; ee 
traitors whom he ſought, he commanded them 
all to be lain, to the number of cighty-five 
perſons + Moreover, agreeable to the barba- 
rity, of that people, the maſſacre included'the 
whole city of Nob, nnn 
ann 1 + 


NE na e 
ceeded not only the bounds of humanity, but 
alſo of good policy ; it nevertheleſs, ſerves to 
 thew how deeply the prieſts were concerned in 
the rebellion of David ;, and ſhews alſo that 
Saul had not ſo great an opinion of their boli, 
neſs, as we at this diſtance of time, are, by 
their own annals, inſtrusted to have. Had Saul 
been more implicit ; he might have enjoyed tho 
name of king, have continued the dupe of the | 


5 S.4 * 
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1 3 Ver. ig. 


2 THE HISTORY OF THE MAN | 
cel, haye Mes in peace; and bis children 
have ſucceede d quietly to the fame j i he tance. | 
aſter him. But, 


1 Gods ! what havock does ambition note. A 
4 . works 7 45 ls 


Wee de ge ug Bl 
* eee who were beſieg- | 
ing it, hoping to make it a garriſon for * 
ſelf. But upon the approach of Saul, . 
thinking himſelf able to maintain i it, . as 
yet but ſi hundred ftrong ; and not chuſing to 
_ confide in the inhabitants ; he abandoned its 
/ und retired to the wilderneſs t. Hither Jona- | 
| than came privately to ſee him, and pio 
engages in the cauſe againft his own father, by 
dovenant; in which it way agreed, that if Da- 
8 vid fuceeeded, of which 3 225 is yery gon 


. 8e, wk . + v.. 


TY. "Ve. 16. 7. 18. 


80 3 * X 45 bende 
retreats, purſued him from place to place f but 

was called off þy news of an invaſion. of the 
land by t the Philiſtines ® ; whether of David 
procuring or not, we are uncertain. Aber g 
gelling the inyaders, he however returned. ta 


the wilderneſs of Eg-gedi, in purſuit of Da 
vd; with three thouſand choſen men. Here 


we are told of an odd adventure which put the 
life of Saul firangely into the power of David. 
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Sbes and. here, underfiand ue mean that he | „ 
inta the cave, to caſe nature. Dut in Judges Mi. 24. 
we find that expreſſion to imply that the fervants'of 
Eglon king of. Moab, ſuppoſed their maſter to have 
locked himſelf in, to. repoſe himſelf with ſieep, ide 

corroborated” 


his ſummer- chamber. This is/fargher 
by Ruth iii, 7. whos, Ca 


ſupper, 


on 
* * 
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| cave, wherein at that very time David and his 
myrmidons were ſecreted . This one would 
imagine to have been a fine opportunity for him 
to have given a finiſhing ſtroke to his fortune, by 
killing Saul, and jumping into the throne at once. 
But David knew better what he was about, than 
to act fo raſhly. He could entertain no hopes 
that the Jews would receive for their king, 2 
man who ſhould imbrue his hands in the blood 
. the Lord's ain. He therefore only pri- 

| | _ - vately 


2 * „ 4 
8 * 
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ſupper, he lay down on a heap of corn, doubtleſs to 
take his reſt. - Ruth, by her mother's inſtruction, 
went, uncovered his feet, and lay down by him; to 
| Have ſome refreſhment likewiſe. For in the middle 
of the night when the man waked, ſurprized at hav- 
ing an unexpected bed-fellow, and demanded who 
me was: the kind wench replied, I am Ruth, thine 
Sand mai: ſpread therefore thy ftirt over thine band. 
maid, for thou art a near kinſman. | 


In the preſent inſtance, it is evident Saul ſlept in 
oY cave ; as hediſcovered not the operation that had 
been performed on his — un — called ow 

him to tell A" | 
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ately cut 6ff the ſkirt ef Saule robe e ; and 
ſuffered bim to depart in peace. When the | 
king was gone out from the cave, David calls 
—— ro rg 
e 'to which 
tradition. Saul freely and gratefully ackiows 
ledges himſelf indebted to him for his life, "and 
ſeems ſo well convinced of David's ſtrength, 
and his own weakneſs, that he candidly com- 
feſſes it; only tying him down by an th 
not to deſtroy his children after him. An oblis 
ene n 1 4 we ſhall fee bow 


dd any a As 
his men, to have let David catch him at & 


great a diſadvantage : a conduct not ufual with 
good generals. That ſuch muſt have been the 
eaſe, is however, evident, while we credit the 
— ii : na 
n 3 Sam, xxiv, 4. + Ver. 8.15, f Ver. 21. 5 


n THE HISTORY OF THE MAN 
| David's hase harangye, cam be no otherwiſe account; 
3 3 n p ce 
ledge his aflurance that David would abtzin the 
ſovergignty ; and poorly to entreat à fugitive rex 
del in hebalf of bis family l. in 2 conduct vat 
Sven. to be palliated, but upon the foregoing 
ſuppoſuion. We muſt either condemn the ge · 
neral or the king: neither of which, character 
appear wich extraordigary luſkre ypon this ccc: 
ſhow... David on the other hand diſſembles ad» 
wirably here; pretending to Saul, a great reves 
tance for the Lord's anointed ; though conſcious 
"at the fame time that he was alle. the Lord's an 
nointed ; and anointed purpoſely. to ſuperſede 
che other Lord's anointed: and more n 
N this, very time aiming to put hi. elaftion, 
force | But——ras the people were not of bis 
Souncil; and he knew their great regard for, re» 
ligious ſanctions, it was certainly, prudent in 
him, to bet an example. of piety, in an in- 


— which he- hoped, in- time, to reap 1 
PEER * * —  — ———  — he l 
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the benefir himſelf. EE 
God: ee enen 5 


ene ben b 
the chief character in a tragi- comedy, which 
will farther diſplay e 5 0 
nnen 


\ There e ge. — as 
2 ſhearing ; ſent ten of his followers to levy a om 
tribution upon him+: making a merit of his 
forbearance jn that he had not ſtole his 
aud murdered bis ſhepherds f. Nabal, N 
world; upon receiving this extraardinary neger 
gave thembut a ſo-ſo anſwer, attended with a flag | 
denial. I bo, ſays he, is David? and who is the 
fon of Ju there be many ſervants now-a-days 


that break away every man from his maſter. * 
- 


— 
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abe Wey unter, and my. fleſh 
that I have killed for my fhearers, and yive it 
unto men, whom TJ know not whence they be ? ® 
Upon receiving this anſwer, David directly 
formed bis reſolution 5 and arming himſelf. with 
a number of bis followers, vowed to butcher 
him and all that belonged to bim, before the 
next morning . And how was this pious in- 
tention diverted? Why, Abigail, the charming 
Abigail, Nabal's wife, reſolved, unknown to 
her ſpouſe, to try the force of benuty in molli- 
fpying our angry hero: whoſe diſpoſition for gal- 
er lantry and warm regard for the fair ſex, was, 

| probably, not unknown at that time. Accot- 
| dingly;” ſhe prepares a preſent, and goes to Da- 
vid, faying very ſententiouſly—upon me, my Lord, 
upon me let this iniguity be : —judging very hu- 
4 manely, that could ſhe get him to transfer his 
revenge upon ber, ſhe might poſſibly contrive to 
pacify him, without proceeding to diſagreeable 


14 extremities, Nor was ſhe WIA in her judg- 
| ment t 
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ment; for we are told — So David received f 
her hand that which fhe had brought him, and 
ſaid unto her, go up in peace to thine: houſe"; 
fee 1 have bearkened to thy voice, AND HAVE 
ACCEPTED THY PERSON ®, But whatever 
pleaſure Abigail might have had, we do not 
| find that Nabal was ſo well pleaſed with the 
tompoſition his wife had made for him; for 
-when he came to underſtand ſo much of the 
ftory as ſhe choſe to inform him of; he gueſſed 
the remainder, broke his heart, and died in ten 
turns God thanks for. the old fellow's death, 
and then marries the buxom widow 13 together 
with one Ahinoam, a Jexreelite. For Saul had 
diſpoſed of bis 3 


We are „ 
ſembling that of the cave at En-geci. Saul 
* Wurm | 


82 THE His rok. or THE May | 
men; again fel} into rs hands during his flecp, 
'F only that here David ſtole upon him in his own 
camp ; be ran away with the king's ſpear and 
bottle of water; eee as 
Soya Ae 2%, 3 
3 * ſg ws 8 opinion of Mont. 
-Bayle, tho looks upon this but as another de- 
tail of the adꝰenture at En-gedi : and that, for 
much the ſame reuſons. For, updn u compa- 
| :riſori of both, as laid down in the 2 30, 24th, 
My ng ay} 
thack. 11 
ß... £4. N6LI.1407 75 Li th . A i 
intelligence, of the place where David hat- 
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II. That in each ſlory; David comes upon 
his people from killing him, and contents him- 
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elf with taking re 
| hiving been in his power, 4 


#8 


m. That in the ſecond account, when De 
vid is pleading the injuſtice of Saul's * 
him, as he terms it; he does not repreſent to 
him that this was the ſecond time of his ſparitig 
him, when he had His life ſo entirely in his 
power and that Saul's s purſuing him this ſecond 
time, was a' flagrant inſtance of ingratitude af. 
tet what had 1 on the former occaſion, 


Tv; That ip the Kat alas Sand, wha 
| he acknowledges Dayid's forbearance and mercy. 
to him in the preſent inſtance, makes nomention 
| of any former obligation of _ on Err 
it was ſo recent, | 775 * 


4 


v. That the hiſtorian, who evidently intends” 
to blacken the character of Saul, and whiten / 
that of David; does not make the leaſt obſer- 
vation himſelf, in the ſecond n * n. 


ence to 20 firſt, e 5 


6 
1 * 
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| "Thick 4 ber e * we ate 1 

furniſhed with two relations of the fame adven- 
tuxe.! :B0. ,ACGAURG, for this double record, mas 


F een haqmonizers, who ar uſed TI 
WW - JO Alain &, this n 1 
| * is. G2 x; 4; * FEET a 


David an mat ich his preſent ire th. 
1 was not. able to maintain any footing in 
Judes; puts himſelf once more under the pro- 
tection of Achiſh, king of Gath . Achiſh, 
* who does not appear to have been: a very pow- 
erful prince, ſeems to conſider David alone, 
* "or David a at the head of fix bundred deſpera- 


q radoes, as two, very different perſons: for be 
no aſſigns bim a place named Ziklag, for Ty 
|| Habitation; where he remained a year and four 
| © months to, my Sos nauoft.d aff if T * 
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| As he =p now a quiet reſidence, a perſ 
de had NOW A. QUIET TEUGENCE, A. perion 
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who entertains a great opinion of David's ſang- / 
_ tity, would be apt to ſuppoſe he would now con- 
fine: himſelf to agriculture, compoſing pſalms, . 
and ſinging chem to his harp-: but David found 
employment more ſuitable to his genius. 1 
ſhould be very lorry to be underſtood to inſinuate, 
that he did not ſing pſalms, at leiſure times z 
but his more important buſineſs was to lead his 
menouttoplunderthe adjacent country. We have 
the names of ſome nations as they are called, hut 
which muſt have been ſmall diſtin communi» 
ties, like the preſent camps of wandring Aſiatics, 
| theſe/are the Geſhurites, the Gerites, and the 
| Amalekites . Of theſe people he made a tatal.. 
maſlacre, at thoſe places where he made his in- 
| roads! ſaying, l, they Heul tl of ut ſayings), 
fo did David, and ſi will be his manner, all the. 
while be dwellethin the country of the Philiflines +. 
After thus prudently endeavouring to ſecure his 


robberies from nne he en oh his booty 
BA... | Jones | 
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| home, which conſiſted of lt, which thoſe mi- 
ſerable victims poſſeſſed . He made preſents, 
of this, to his benefactor king Achiſh + 3 who, 


demanding where he had made his incurſion ? was 


_ anſwered, againſt the ſouth of Judah, Kc. | in- 


tending by this falſity to inſinuate to the king. 
his averſion to his own country- men, and attach- 


ment to him. And Achiſh believed David, ſay- 


ing, he hath made his people Iſrael urteriy to 
abbor- ** therefore he all be my 3 for 


#- A 
* 


Tbe Philiſlines at this time collected their 
| forces together to attack the Jews. To which 


purpoſe Achiſh ſummoned David l. and met with 


cChearful compliance; furely, ſays David, thou 


ſhalt know what thy ſervant can do J. He 


- accordingly marched his adherents, with the | 
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upon this occaſion. 


VWs denke wer" ing, Dont compait tha 
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+ Joſephus. f 1 Sam. xxvii. 10, N ver 12. 


| & xxvifi. n q Ver. 2. 


their army, they were much ſurpriſed,” and 
tisfy the princes, who juſtly feared he might os 
a dangerous auxiliary, Make this fellow returi, 

ſaid they, that he may go again to the place whith 
thou boft appointed bim, and let bim not go dium = 
with us to the battle, left in the battle he be" an 
adverſary to us for wherewith ſhould be r- 
nathan. af the ER l it not be with 
dingly diſmiſſed, very much mae of their | 
nn rk 


Ss 4 * + ; 


Upon his roi 6 ni be ſound that, 


during his abſence, the Amalekites had made re- 


prifals upon him ; had burned unt wer hag 
| the FORT there is one remark re | 
: | D 3 . noting, 


® 1 Sam, xxix. 4. + Ver. 8.11, Ch. xxx. 1. 


wle enlightoed David in his unprovoked inſult. 
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noting, which is, that they flew not any, either 
great or ſnall x. —ſo much more moderation had 
+ theſe poor heathens in their juſt revenge, than 


V pon this misfortune, his band began to mutiny; 
eee him; 
when he, who knew their weak fide, enquired 
of the Lord what he ſhould do? and evaded 
their rage, by - inſpiring them with a reſolution 
** purſue the Amalekites, and with the hopes 

of recovering all their loſſes. He, therefore, 
with four hundred picked men, ſet out on the 
' purſuit : by the way they found a fixagler t who 
| Had fainted ; and, after recovering him, gained, 
by his means, intelligence of their rout. David 
came upon them unexpectedly, at a place where 
they were, without apprehenſion, making them- 
elves merry upon their ſucceſs: and though 

David's men recovered all they had loſt; toge- 
ther with other booty; and found their wives 
OG children unhurt; yet could not their cap- 
| tain 


II Sam. xxx, 2 Ver. 6. t Ver. 11. 
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ter continued from the twilight (we know not 
| of the morning or evening) of one 


39,4527} eee; ee, 25 al 8 
- Of the ſpoil taken from theſe: people, David 

Judah; and to all the places where David him- 
felf and his nien were wont. 0 haunt t. By * 
which means he kept a in his in- 
tereſt. | e 


| armies, did not terminate but by the defeat of 
the. ew. nnn and of nm 
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® 1 Sam. xxx. 17. f Ver. 3h» Tq Ch. xxxi. 
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Ar to be his deputy. in the. 
ment of the Jewiſh nation, under the 
ſpecious name of king : a man, who, allowing 
for the preuliar complexion of the people over ü 
whom he was placed; does not, on the whele, 
ſeem to ſuffer. by compariſon with any other 
| king in the fame hiſtory ; « or whoſe tharaQer 
appears to be ſtained with any conſpicuous fault, 
erxxept that he was one degree leſs cruel than his 

| haughty patren: and was diſobedient enough to 

endeavour to be in effect, ren 
tended to be'in x name. 


ner cn aceppay tocbdans 
the conduct of our hero in a regal capacity. The 
death of Saul facilitated his. advancement to the 
ſovereignty, to which he had no pretenſion, ei- 
ther by the right of inheritance; which was 
| claimed by Iſh-boſheth, a remaining ſon of Saul; 
nor by popular election, which Saul himſelſ had 
the” ſheiw of: but by the clandeſtine appoint- 
ment We an 04 waar z _ n him with 
m — —hopers 
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| 22 by comyiant — 
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x David had retuined to. Ziklag 8 
yehea ga the third, nl 6 Zalg bt naps 
lekite, who officioully informed him of the event 
of the hattle beryoen, the Jews and Philitines 
. owning himſelf to be the perſon who killed 
Saul ; hoping to be well rewarded for bis news, 
by David; whoſe ambition was ſo well knowp, 
that be preſented him with Saul's crown and 
bracelet *. But alas, he knew not David, and 
periſhed in the experiment: David ordering him 
to be killed for daring to lay the Lord's anoint- 
edt. Who can help ſmiling at the relation of 
David's tearing the cloths off bis bock. nd 
burding out into a ſorcowful lamentation for the 
death of a man, to whoſe deſtruftion he had fo 
bear offered 1 lend afiſtance but juſt before ? 


Upon this alteration of affairs, David aſking 


. —_—_— + 
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* 2Sam. i. 10. f Ver, 13. 
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council of the Lord, was adviſed to leave Ziklay, 
and go to Hebron, one of the cities of Judah; 
Whither he and all his men repaired *, There 
he got his Partiſans to anoint him king over Ju- 
dah f; at the ſame time that Abner, Saul's 
general, had, at Mahanaim, made Iſh boſheth, 
Saul's fon, king over all Iſrael f. Upon this 


' #iviGon ef the kingdom, a battle was fought at 


was killed ay Abner's own hand on 


the pool of Gideon, on the part of Iſh-boſherh, 
_ - commanded'by general Abner ; and on the part 
of David, by general Joab : victory declared in 
favour of David; with ſmall loſs on either ſide, 
Except that Joab loſt his brother ru who 


f } 


We muſt here be content with Ke hints; 
* only informed that there was a long war + 
between * 1 4 Saul, and the 1 . 
. but 


” 
* — ti, 


2 Sam. il. 1. 
+ Obſerve here that David does not ſeem to claim 


— EIT 


ſince by Samuel. | 
1 2 Sam. r Ver. 17. 23. 


but Donis waved frenger and fuse, ant the 
bouſe of Saul marti weaktr and weaker . What 
very much conduced to this; was an M- timed 
quarrel between king Ub-boſheth | and general R 
Abner; concerning one of Baul's concubines, 
with whom Abner had been too familiar : and 


his reſentment of the notice taken of this, OC» 5 


caſioned a treaty to be negociated between him 

and” David,” whom Abner engaged to nh 
over all Iſrael t. David accepted his offer, but 

demanded as a preliminary, the reſtoration of . 
his firſt wife Michal; who, during the diſputes | 
+ between him and Saul, had been eſpouſed to 
another F, This demand' he likewiſe made 
| openly, by an expreſs meſſage to Iſh-boſheth "2 
who kindly complied with it: the poor man 
who had married hers following her weeping 
all the way J. 


_ 


| One cannot help noting David's amorous Gif 
b poſition 
®* Sam. iii. 1. f Ver. 7, e. 12. 


Ver. 13] | Ver. 15. 16. 
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poſition here : which could not be content with 
fix wives, who bore him children , (no mention 
of thoſe who did not) but was yet ſo warm, 

| that even in his moſt important concerns, car- 
e PCI mans: . 


After Abner had raiteroully endeavoured t to 
advance the intereſt of David +; he bad an in- 
terview with him ; which, quickly after he 

was departed, came to the ears of Joab ; who, 
unknown to David, ſends for him back again, 
and privately ſtabs him, in revenge for the loſs 
of his brother Aſahel ). This was a baſe 
piece of treachery, worthy the. ſervant of ſuch 
à maſter ; to aſſaſſinate a man in cool blood, in 
revenge for an action committed in the heat of 
battle; in ſelf-defence ; and after fair warning 
— . 


Upon the murder of Abner, David again 


4 
* 
i 7 


79 


2 Sam, iii. 2, K. f Ver. 17, f Ver. 20. 
CORD Ver. 27. WE” 
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acts the mourner ; which has a greater prol 
bility of being ſincere now, than when he grieved - 
for the unhappy Saul; becauſe the falſe Abner 
was preparing to do him eſſential ſervice, by 
betraying his maſter's cauſe. But the event proved 
full as advantageous to David; as will preſently 

appear. © 5 | 3 | 2 | | 


When Iſh-boſheth and his friends heard of 
the fate of Abner, who had been the very life 
of their cauſe; it dejected all their ſpirits : and 
ing to make their fortunes by the public cala- 
mity, went and murdered their maſter-king Iſh- 
boſheth, as he was repoſing himſelf during the 
heat of the day: and brought his head to Da- 
vid 1. But not refleting on an obvious maxim 
in politics; they, like the Amalekite before, 
who claimed the merit of killing Saul; ſoon 
* that he thought it adviſeable * pug 
the 


— e — 


* 2 Sam. iii. 31, Kc. 1 Ch. iv. 5, K. 
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the traitcns, whatever . of en 
fon . ne WO 


Had David poſſeſſed: the leaſt gal of W 
grace, be would | bave; been aſhamed io act the 
part he did, relating to the death of Iſh-boſheth. 
He would have been aſhamed to act the hypo- 
crite ſo openly, in ſeeming ſorry for an event, 
which removed che · only formidable obſtacle to 
bis ambitious views. He would have been 

aſhamed to puniſh the immediate inſtruments in 
perpetrating a crime, of which he, the uſutper 
af part of the unfortunate king's dominions, 
and a pretender to the whole, was the remote, 
though efficient cauſe. Since had David aſ- 
pired to no other ſceptre than his ſhopherd's 
crook, and had not the villains preſumed on 
the uſurper's gratitude, Iſh-boſheth, who was 

a quiet prince, might have reigned long an bo- 
nour to bimſelf and his 3 8 | 


Iſh- 


9 0 85 
. ®' 2 Sam. iii. 12. 


im bebe does nee appear to have been 8 
man of parts, qualified to contend with fuch an 


antagonift as David: for nothing is recorded of 
him ; Abner was the perſon who ſet him upz. 
and had he lived, would as eaſily have ſet him 
down, And though-no qualifications are a ſecy-. 
rity againſt aſſaſſination, yet, as in the caſe of 
another unfortunate monarch, Darius, king of 
Perſia ; ſuch cowardly wretches generally take ; 
the advantage of precipitating misfortunes a- 
ny as. that they may pay | their court 


* pn ns this unhappy ſon of an un- 
bappy father, advanced David to the dignity to 
which he aſpired *. (though we ſhall ſee in a 
paſſage which reflects no great honour to kim; 
that Saul had more ſons. yet living): He was 


now in- his thirty - eighth year ; having 


2 —— A Hebron - over 
Jo. X 


* Although. David obtained the government, 


yet could not his enterprizing genius continue 


| ſatisfied with ſuch an exaltation. The firſt ob- 
| jet of his attention now, was the city of Jeru- | 


was of no importance whoſe property it 


falem, then inhabited by the Jebuſi tes ; ON it 


if David conceived a deſire for it) this city 13 


beſieged +. 4 and the inhabitants relying on the 


firength of their fortifications, out of deriſion 


| planted cripples on their ramparts to guard their 


walls; ſaying, except thou take atuay the blind 


4 and the lame, thou ſhalt not come in hither g. Ne- 


vertheleſs David carried the place, and made it 
| his chief Tp $ 


N. B. He took more wives and concubines 


out of Jeruſalem, his new acquiſition J. 


While 


4 
n 
n 2 4 * 3 


moe * „ - - wg 


2 bam, i. 11. Ch. v. 5, + Ver. 6. f Ch. v. 6. 
Joſephus. 5 Chh. v. 7.9. 1 Chron. xi. 5. 7. 
2 Sam. v. 13. Fo 


+ 


W hearing that he was indo die 
all Ifrael, came and difturbed him: but David 
according to the uſual term mote them *; and 


his ſtrokes a carer; dn" 


- ſhall ded 


David's bringing home the Ark, only that it was 
brought on a new cart drawh by oxen ; and that 


Uzzah was ſmote by the Lord, as the hiſtorian 
aſſerts; for his impiety im ſuving the ark fropi 
being overturned +, On this accu + ie Pe 


longer truſted to prophane hands, but carried the 
remainder of the way upon the more holy thould- - 


ers of the Levites t, with great parade; -attend- 


ed by muſicians, and by David hidſelf, who, 


dreſſed in a linen ephod; danced before the Lord 
with all bis might : and this; in ſuch 2 frantic 


— . : a el es nd a 2 — * 
n ** 5 — 
f 


„ Sam, v. 20. 25. 1 Chron: xiv. 144 
t 2 Sam. vi. t 1 Chron, xv. 2. 19. 
5 2 Sam. "i, 14. 
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' indecent manner, that he expoſed his nakedneſs 
to the byc-ſtanders. Wherefore bis wife Michal 
ſneered at him. How GLokicus was the king 
W. Ißrael to-day, who uncovered himſelf to-day 
in the eyes F the handmaids of his ſervants, as 
one of the vain fellows SHAMELESSLY uncoverath 
himſelf*. David, it ſeems, was of a different 
opinion, for he told her he would play before 
the Lord; and would be yet more vile than ſhe 
had repreſented him; adding and of the maid- 
fervants which thou baff ſpoken of, af them Hail 
4 be had in honour f. I would adviſe ſome 
ſtaunch zealot to take this part of David's an- 
ſwer, ſor his text; ſpiritualize it, and give the 
© myſtical ſenſe of it: leſt the prophane, who are 
content with the evident ſignification of words, 
ſhould conſtrue it no otherwiſe than into a com- 
' pliment on the proportion of his parts: inti- 
mating that he had no cauſe to be aſhamed of 
What he expoſed, _ 


* 
8 . 
Wa ns This 


4 n 


A — —— ed * 


nn. e r. 


| (#1 ps 0 . r. 5 


| This ny is concluded with a ks as 
Iriking as the reſt of — Mi- 
chal, the daughter of Saul; had ng child until the 
wo Sorel an 


After this, David imote the Philifines, not 
ſparing even Gath, that city which had fo hu- 
manely protected him f. He then ſmote the 
Moabites, putting to the ſword two thirds of the _ 
mation, by cauſing them to lie proſtrate on the 
ground, arid meaſuring them by lines : even 
with two lines meaſured be to put to death; and” 
with one full line to keep alive : 1 ſo ſyſtematic 
was his wrath! Hadadezer, king of Zobah, 
was the next whom he ſmote ; who, being. af 
ſiſted by the Syrians of Damaſcus, he next ſmote 
them 5. Yet all this ſmiting and ſlaying, is ſo 
bſeurely mentioned, that we know nothing of 


the "offences committed againſt this mighty 
* . chief, 


* 2 Sam. vl. 23. + Ch. viii. 1. | Chrom, xviti. 1. 
1 Ch. viii. 2. $ Ver, 3. 5. 2 Chron. xvili. 3. 5. 
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chief, to excite ſuch blood-thirſty indignation. 


5 Indeed, the cauſe i 18, without much difficulty, 
degucible from the produce of theſe wars, which. 


Great quantities of gold, ſilver and braſs, are 
ſaid to have been brought to Jeruſalem “; and: 
the. priaſts may with reaſon be ſuppoſed to be 
he iuſtigators to theſe wars ; ſince we find alÞ 

the. plunder, ſurrendered: to them t. We have 
therefore. no cauſe to wonder at the exalted 
praiſes they have beſtowed upon him. He is 
ſaid to have gat him à name, when he returned. 
from ſmiting the Syrians his may very eaſily; 
be credited; but it is to be feared that was the 
name be gat fram the Jews, and that be gat 
ſtom the * compared; peer not. 


\ Hawks Was « ths tis ſeized with a, tempor 
| rary 


ſufficiently indicate the nature of David's bir. 
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Tg Sam. viti. 7. 8. 10. 1 Chron. xviti. 2. 4.6.8. 10. 
7.2 Sam. vii. 11. 1 Chron. xviii. 11. : 
T 2 Sam. viii. 13s, 
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rary fit of gratitude ; toward a lame ſon, of his 
old friend Jonathan, named Mephiboſheth :- to 
whom he reſtored all the private patrimony of 
his grandfather | Saul ; and took him into his 
family . But this. was not Jaſting for upon 


an accuſation preferred againft bim by his ſerr 
vant; David readily beſtowed all Mephiboſheth's 


poſſeſſions upon that ſervant t; yet hen 
the accuſation was found to be falſe; inſtead of 


equitably puniſhing the aſperſer of innotencey 
and re-inſtating Mephiboſheth in his former ſa- 
vour z he reſtored. to him but, half the fotſei · 
ture for his ſuppoled guilt 4 leaving the villain 


Ziba in the. quiet poſſeſſon of the tar ny 
d n bi outs a 


nn 
is the only acknowledged crime that he ever 
puted right in the eyes of the Lord g. 

5 | E 3 In 


K 
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* 2 Sam. ix. 1, c. 1 4 86, 
$ 1 Kings xv, 5. compared with 1 Chron, xxi. 1. 
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ig the midft of 4 an obſcure detail of ſmiting 
and laying ; in revenge of the contemptuous 
treatment of ſome ambaſſadors, ſent by bim with 
compliments of condolance : but who were con- 
| Hidered as ſpies : while Joab was with the army 
proſecuting the ſiege of Rabbah, a chief city of 
the Ammonites : David, then at Jeruſalem, 
walking one evening on the roof of his palace, 
perceived, | from that eminence, a handſome wo- 
man bathing herſelf . F ired with the ſight, 
he ſent to enquire. who ſhe was ? and un- 
derſtanding ſhe was Bath-ſheba, wife to Uriah, 
who was at that time opportunely abſent i in the 
army under general Joab; he cauſed her to be 
brought to him directly, (no ceremony in the 
caſe) and after gratifying his inclination, ſent 
ber bome again t. Some time after, the woman 
finding herſelf with child, naturally informed 
the king of it. He, never at a loſs for ways 
and means, immediately ordered Uriah home 1 "I 

1 


be 


? 2 Sam. xi. 2. + Ver. 4. 4 Ver. 6. 
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of whom he enquired news concerning the ope- 
rations of the campaign: and then diſmiſſed 
him to his own houſe; ſending after him, a 

preſent of victuals . David intended the good 
man a little relaxation from the fatigues of war, 
that he might kiſs his wife, and be cheated into 
a' ehil4 more than he had a natural right to- 
but whether Uriah had received any intimation 

of the honour his majeſty had done him; or 
whether he honeſtly meaned the ſelf-denial which 
he profeſſed ; we are not advertiſed : however, 
Uriah would not go home, but flept in the 
guard- room, with the king's ſervants 40 David 
took care to be informed of this, and queſtioned 
Uriah concerning the reaſon of it. Uriah urged 
a ſcruple of conſcience againſt going to enjoy 
any indulgence at home, while the ark, Joab, 
and the army, remained in tents in the open 
field t. He was detained another night ; and 
David made him drunk, waiting to ſee what | 
effoct that might have. It was ſtill the ſame; 
E +; Uriah 
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Uriah would not go home. David finding hinp 


ſo untractable, altered his plan of operations, 
and determined then to get rid of him fox ever. 


To which. intent, he fent him back to the 


camp, ith a letter to the general. And he 
| wrote in ihe letter, ſaying, fet ye Urigh in the 


Jere-front of the hotteft battle, and retire ye from: 


Pim, that he may be ſmitten and dio v. This 
was -accordingly complied with +; and then 
Bath-ſheba, like Abiget before, was hep into 
N c 


ds, the prophet, wat; David an arch 
lecture upon this ſubject 5; and he, who took 
5 3 to gr beſt friends, bore 


It is hoped the ſuppoſition may be allowed, 


that the noiſe this righteous affair made, might 
be one motive for Joab's deſiring David to come 


and 


* „ — " 2% 


* 2ham. 10 +Ver 17 ve. 11. c . 
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and partake ſome of the bonours of the cams 


paign *: an opportunity which he prudently 


hid bold of: but fatal W 
ever he appeared. | = 


8 ſhall gaſh wbject t6 ee 
of humanity, (a ſecurity of more avail among 
men, than the moſt binding laws) how ſhall a 
man not ſteeled to a very Jew, find expreſſions 
ſuited to the occaſion, when he relates the treat- 
ment of this poor city Rabbah? The ſtudy 
would be as difficult as unneceſſury; the fimple 
unexaggerated tale, if ſeriouſly attended toy will 
ſhock the humane reader ſufficiently. The city 
of Rabbah was taken and plundered 3 and Da- 
vid brought forth the people that were "therein, 


and put them under ſaws, and under harrows of. 
iron, and under axes of iron, and made them p 
through the brick-kiln : 4 and abus did be unto all. 


| # + 8 : the; 
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+ It is ſuppoſed that the antient flavery of the Jews 

fo the Egyptians, and the labour they were employed 
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the cities of the children of Ammin*, The pre- 
ciſe puniſhments here alluded to, are not under- 
Good at this time; writers being much divided 
in their expoſitions of theſe words: but that 
extraordinary puniſhments are meant, cannot 

admit of a doubt; for Joſephus writes that the 

men cuere put to death by exquiſite torments, And 
is it thus the people of God, headed by a man 
peculiarly ſtiled the man after God's own heart, 
| uſed priſoners of war? Bella / horrida Bella ! 


It would not be eaſy to ſelect any period of 
on My es dag ares: 
ia wickedneſs of various dyes, than that which 

is the object of the reader's preſent attention. 
luſtances ſucceed ſo quick, that the relation of 
4 70.9 2-00" 
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FU > 3 „ 
. TY — 
_ 8 


in by their lordly taſk-maſters,” the making bricks; 
might be a current reproachful jeer upon the Jews, 
when any quarrel happen'd between them and their 
neighbours : and that the making their priſoners paſs 
through the brick-kiln, was a cruel method of re- 
venging ſuch affronts. A conjecture not improbable. - 
2 Sam. xik 31. 1 Chron. xx. 3. 
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one is ſcarcely. concluded, but freſh one enemy. 


upon notice. 


Amnon, one of our hero's fone... and 


his ſiſter Tamar, and then turned her out of 
doors 5. Abſalom, her brother by the ſame 
mother, ſeemingly took no notice of it, until 
two years after ; when he invited all his brothers 
to a feaſt at his ſheep-ſhearing ; where he made 
Amnon drunk, and murdered him : fo. deli- 
herate, and yet ſo determinate was his revenge! 
Abſalom, on this account, fled out of Judea, 
for three years ; until, at the intreaty of Joaby 
he was, invited home again, by his father, whoſe 
favorite he was g. But though be returned to 
Jeruſalem, yet would ee him for 
two years | more. 


Abſalom, during his exile, conceived a de- 
ſign of depoſing his father ; for after their re- 
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#biiciliation, his firſt attention was to render 
himſelf popular. To this end he ſet up a ſplen- 
did equipage *: but politically encreaſed his af- 
fability with his magnificence : riſing up early, 
and planting himſelf in the way, to ſalute all 
who came to his father's levee. Of theſe he 
kindly enquired their buſineſs, or grievances ; 
flirowing out hints of the king's remiſſneſs in the 
execution of juſtice ; and how uprightly he 

would conduct himſelf, were their cauſes to be 
determined by him +. Piety i is univerſally, and 
Was in particular, among this people, the ſafeſt 
diſguiſe for roguery to aſſume. When Abſalom, 
therefore, thought his ſcheme ſufficiently ripe 
for execution, he defired leave of his father to 
go to Hebron, to perform a vow made by him 
while a refugee in Syria f. At Hebron he ſet 
up his ſtandard, and his followers aſſembled 
in ſuch numbers, and the difaffeRion was ſo 


general, 


oy 
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genera], that David thought it prudent to retire 
from Rs . | 1 


With him be. took all his city and _—_ 
ane, except ten concubines, whom he leſt in 
his palace to keep bouſe f. The prieſts, with: 
the ark, would alſo have gone with him; but 
he cauſed them to remain in the city, as ſpies 3. 
to ſend him intelligence how matters went . 
Abitophel,. his prime miniſter, joined the male» 
contents 9; to balance which misſortune, Das 
vid prevailed on Huſhai, a truſty man of ſome- 
importance, to remain in the city, to ingratiate- 
bimſelf with Abſalom ; counterwork the oon · 
ſels of Ahitophel, and tranſmit intelligence to- 
him from time to time, through the conveyance 
of- the pricſts Zadok and Abiathar; whoſe ſons- 
were to carry on the correſpondence ||. Having 
concerted, matters thus, he evacuated Jeruſalemz. 

and Abſalom. entered © it. 


When 
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* 2 Sam. xv. 12. 14. f Ver. 16. 1 Ver. 27. 28. 
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When David was upon his, journey how the 
city, he was overtaken by Ziba, ſegvant to Me- 
phiboſheth, with aſſes and proviſions for his 
majeſtys accommodation in his retreat : of 

whom, when David enquired why Mephiboſheth 
did not come with him ; this treacherous ſervant 
told him that he ſtaid behind, hoping to obtain 

the kingdom of his grandfather, during this di- 
ſturbance 4 : by which lie, he gained 2 grant 
bf all his me" < poſſeſſions. Ea 


"aw an opportunity may be At 
_ 2 circumſtance, which is ſo far material, as it 
ſerves to ſhew, that the ſanctity of David was 
not quite ſo univerſally aſſented to; as may be 
' imagined, while he was living; and his actions 
not only freſh in memory, but more perfectly 
known, than was _ to tranſmit to > theſe 
_ ages. 0 be To 
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As David proſecuted his flight, he was 
met by 'a man of Saul's family, whoſe name 
was Shimei, This man as he came on, kept 
muttering curſes between his teeth, and at length 
caſt ſtones at the king and his attendants, calling 
out to him, Come out, come out, thou bloody. man, 
and thou man of Belial : the Lord hath returned 
upon thee all the blood of the houſe of Saul, in | 
whoſe lead thou haſt reigned, and the Lord hath | 
delivered the kingdom into the hand of Abſalom thy 
fon : and behold thou art talen in thy miſchief, 
becauſe thou art a bloody man ®. This is pathe- 
tic, and truly characteriſtie of the tyrant wo 
whom the ſpeech was addrefſed. Some of his 
retinue were at the point of ſilencing this brawler 
with the ultima ratio regum ; but David pre- 
vented it t, wiſely conſidering this was not a 
ſeaſon for proceeding to extremities. _ 


Abſalom, in the mean time, beingcometo Jeru- 
| ſalem ; 


— | — — —-— — 
JJ SS 2. 
+ The motto on French cannon. { Ver. 9. 10. 
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ſalem; like a buck of Spirit, took the damſels which 


his father had left to keep houſe, and inceſtuouſly 


euckolded the old man by way of bravado, on 
the top of ie® 1 in a tent erected for that pur- . 


175535 


| Abitophel was for blefting twelve thouſand 
men, and purſuing David, directly, before he had 
time to recover his ſurprize +; which was cer- 
tainly the moſt politic reſolution that could have 
been formed. But Huſhai, as was concerted, 


propoſed a different plan of operations: oppo- 
ſi ing to the former, the well-known valour and 


military ſkill of the old king; and the hazard 
of making him and his men deſperate f. | He 
adviſed a collection of all the troops in the kin 

dom ; that ſucceſs might be in a manner TY 
and that Abſalom ſhould command them in per- 
ſon. By which means, he affirmed that they 
ſhould overwhelm David and his party, wherever 
W Sas. 85 = they 


2 oY : 1 N l | | p 
® Sam. xvi. 21. 22. + Ch. xvii. 1. f Ver. 8. 
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they found him . Thus ended the council of 
war; Huſhai gained the aſcendency ; and when 
he knew that bis ſeheme was accepted, he gave 
immediate notice to the prieſts +: with inſtruc- 
tions how David ſhould conduct himſelf t. Da- 
vid divided his forces into three bodies; com- 
manded by Joab, Abiſhai, and Tetai : but by 
the prudent care of his men, was not permitted 
to hazard his perſon, by being preſent in action g. 
When he had teviewed his forces, he gave his 
generals eſpecial charge to preſerve the life of 
Abſalom ; and with a policy that reflets honour 
upon his military knowledge, expected the 
enemy in the wood of Ephraim : a ſituation 
the moſt judicious that could be choſen, for a 
ſmall army a to encounter one more Numerous. 
David's men were tried veterans, among whom 
were the temains of thoſe who ſerved under, 


cc 
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® 2 Sam. xvii. 11, Kc. f Ver. 15. f Ver. 16. 
5 Ch. xviit. 1. 2. 3. Ver. 4. 5. C. 

I According to Joſephus, David had four 
thouſand men; | 
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and lived hh lim at Gath ; whereas, Abs | 
falom's army muſt have conſiſted chiefly of freſh, 
men. The battle was decided in favour of 
David with great ſlaughter of the rebel ar- 
my: and as Abſalom fled on a mule, his. hair, 
which is celebrated for its beauty and quantity, 
entangled in the boughs of an oak, and he re- 
mained ſuſpended in the air; while bis mule ran 
away from between his legs 1. He, was obſerv- 
ed in, this condition by. a man who went and 
told Joab : and be, who conſulted the ſafety o 
David rather than bis parental weakneſs i in be- 
balf of an unnatural ſon, killed Ae with 
hab. | 


+4 


David grieved immoderately far this reprobate: 2 
fon. on whom he had miſplaced a great. affec-: 
tion 4: and though he had afed the mourner an, 
| ſeveral former occaſions, this is the only one, 
in which | his ſincerity need not be queſtioned, _ 

14 


2 Sam. xv. 18. + Ch. xviii. 7. 1 Ver, 9. 
F Ver. 14. Ver. 33. Ch. x. 
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Te is e he might de really ſorry it the murder 
of Abner ; but then the time muſt be attended 
to: Abner was killed prematurely ; he had not 
finithed his trencherous negociation ; David had 
much to hope from him ; but—when his expec- 
tations had been anſwered, it is far from being 
improbable, when we conſider his tteatment of 
the Amalekite, and of Rechab and Baanah ; that 
he would have found an opportunity himſelf to 
have got rid of a man, on whom he could Have”: 
nn. But to return. W 


David was rouſed from his — by 
the reproaches of his victorious General , who 
| fluſhed with ſucceſs, told him the truth; but 
perhaps told it too coarfly. It is evident that 
Joab now loſt the favour of his maſter, hin 
the murder of Abner, the killing Abſalom in 
direct contradiction to David's expreſs order, 
and laſtly, his want of ſympathy, and his in- 


F: „ delicacy 


— — 


2 2 Sam. xix. 5.6. 76 5 
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delicacy in the preſent inſtance, were the une. 
doubted cauſes. | | | 


| Afﬀter the ola, he invited Amaſa, Abſalom's 
General, to return to his duty; very imprudently 
and unaccountably, promiſing him the chief 
command of his army in the ſtead of Joab * ; 
ſeemingly but an unthankful return for the vic- 
' tory that officer had juſt gained him, and for 
his attachment to his intereſts all along. Amaſa, 
it is true, was a near relation; but Joab, ac- 
cording to Joſephus, ſtood in the ſame degree 
of conſanguinity”; they being both ſons of Da- 
vid's ſiſters: this offer muſt therefore have- 
been influenced by the perſonal qualities of the 
man ; the importance of gaining him over, he 
being a perſon of great power and authority; 
and a reſentment againſt Joab, for the death of 
Abſalom, | 


The remains of Abſalom's ſcattered army diſ- 
| ", ported 


3 Io 2 2 


* 2 Sam. xix. 13. 
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perſed to their homes in the beſt, and moſt pri- 
vate manner they could“: and David inadver- 
tently plunged himſelf into freſh troubles, by 
ſuffering himſelf to be conducted home by a de- 
putation from the tribe of Judah +. This cauſed 
diſputes between that and the other tribes. 

They accuſed the tribe of Judah of ftealing their 
king from them tf. Judah replied, that they 


gave their attendance, becauſe the king was of 


their tribe ; and that it was of their own free 
willy: che others rejoined that they had ten 
parts in the king, and that their advice ſhould 
have been aſked as to the bringing him back J. 
At this juncture, one Sheba took advantage of 
this diſcontent, and blew a trumpet, and ſaid, 
we have no part in , neither have we inhe» 
ritance in the ſon , Teſſe: every man to his 
tents, O Iſrael J. The conſequence of this, was 
a a ſecond inſurrection. Amaſa was commiſſioned 
to ſuppreſs it: he accordingly aſſembled an 

F 3 army, 


6 ** 


| © 2 Sam. Zix. z f Ver. 18. t Ver. 41. 
$ Ver, 42. || Ver. 43. I Ch. xx. 1. 
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amy, and was joined by Joab and his men. 


But Joab, not thoroughly liking to ſerve; un- 
der a man he had ſo lately vanquiſhed ; and 


having as few ſcruples of conſcience as his old 


maſter had in the affair of Uriah's death, makes 
ſhart work, ſtabs Amaſa, * re · aſſumes * 
| command of the whole army, wat 


. i ſupream in command, Joab 


- Loli him directly to the reduction of the male- 
content Sheba; z who. ſhut himſelf up in the 
city of Abel of Beth: maacha : he battered the 
walls, but by the negociation af a woman, the 

Inhabitants agreed to throw Sheba's head to him 

over the wall, which they performed : and 

' thus was quiet once more. reſtored. Joab re- 

| turned to Jeruſalem, where we are told that he 
| was General over all the hoſt of Iſrael t. Not 

2 ſyllable appears of any notice taken by Da- 

vid of d the 1 275 of the General by himſelf ap- 

| Lana 


——. 


n . 7-9. t ven 15.67 6 
| 2 Ver. 23. 
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pointed : 224 
0 eee 5 h 


Not We anc tap actin at 
now be noticed, that when David was returning 
to Jeruſalem from the defeat of Abfalom's re- 
bellion : with the men of Judah, who came to 
eſcort him, came alſo Shimei, the Benjatnite , 
at the head of a party of his own tribe; who 
| Riad at a former meeting, ſo freely beſtowed his 

maledictions on David when a fugitive, but who, 
upon this change of circumftances, refleQing vn 
David's vindictiye temper, came now to make 
his ſubmiffion, and petition forgiveneſo. Da- 
vid accepted his acknowledgments, das of 
RM © 7-6 | ; 


VN. B. We ſhall have octaion to mar to this 
ae. : 


| Mephiboſheth came allo to moet David, * 
„ unde 


= * 
* — ey . cada F 


- 


» 


* „ - 
_ 


* 2 Sam, xix. 16, f Ver. 23. 


2 THE HISTORY. OF THE MAN | 


undeceive him with regard to the falſe Ziba's 
repreſentation of him; but he met with no o- 
ther redreſs, than a remittance of half the grant 


. nnen. 55 


a 


| Theſe inteſtine mls | out David upon * 
curing himſelf, as far as he could forecaſt, from 


any future diſturbance. 


It is the part of good politicians not only to 


form wiſe deſigns themſelves, but alſo to make 
a proper advantage of every public occurrence; 


chat all things indiſcriminately may, more or 


leſs, lead to the purpoſe wanted to be obtained. 
Of this we ſhall obſerye David to be mindful, 


3 in the enſuing tranſaction. Not that a panegyric 


upon David's cunning is by any means intended; 


for certainly a more bare- ſaced deceit was never f 


exhibited: ſuch indeed as could only have been 

attempted among the poor bigotted Jews. It is 

ſufficient, ** that it anſwered David's 
— 


— wa ec oe ERIN Coon oc — — — 
: 
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yr 2 Sam. Xix. 29. ko 
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purpoſe ; for more could not have been obtained 
ever produced. But, view it in a moral light, 
pr a blacker piece of ingratitude and PW 
can hardly be imagined.——It was impoſlible 
continue the narrative without prefaging thus 


David having with much trouble, from his 
competition with Iſh-boſheth, eſtabliſhed himſelf 
upon the Jewiſh throne ; and having in the latter 
part of his reign been vexed and driven to difa- 
greeable extremities, by the rebellion of his 
own ſon Abſalom ; and found the ſeditious hu- 
mour of his ſubjects not eaſily diſpoſed to ſub- 
| ſide, when once excited; as was evident by the 
revolt headed by Sheba, after Abſalom's party 
was cruſhed : theſe contemplations evidently. | 
called to remembrance, that ſome of Saul's fa- 
ily were yet living; whom, leſt they ſhould 
hereafter proye thorns in his lide, he concluded | 
it expedient to cut _ 


* 
When- 
a . 
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; —— David . any unn. rel 
* gious pretence, and the aſſiſtance of the prieſts, 
were never wanting. A famine befel Judea, 
probably occaſioned by the preceding inteſtine 
commotions, which continued three years. Da- 
vid enquired of the Lord and the Lord anſwer» 

ed, it is for Saul, and for his bloody houſe, be- 
cauſe he flew the Gibemites v. But, where is 
this crime recorded? Samuel charged Saul with 
no fuch ſlaughter: he reproached him with a 
contrary fault, an act of mercy / which is aſ- 
ſigned as the reaſon for depoſing him. S0 that 
God did not remember this crime , till many 
years after the man was dead ! and then puniſhes 
hom? a whole nation; with three years 
amine; * 


— th. 1 a ot. A. int e dt FRO < * 


. 
* oy 0 


— 


| Sam. xxi. I. 

1 If God ſought vengeance for a particular act of 
PRs Fad perpetrated by Saul ; when was vengeance 
Hemanded for David's maſſacre of the Gefburites, 
the Gezrites, the Amalckites, the Moabites, the An- 
monites, the Jebuſites; and others, who at times be- 
came the objects of David's wrath? 
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membrane, which oder hanging this guy 
ifm ei 


* 4 \ 
4 3 2 


The a TOP dilated no wy Ex» 
piation: but only mentioned the cau/e of the 
famine, 80 that the Gibeonites were applied * 
to, for a knowledge of what recompence they 
demanded. (They had hitherto made no com- 
plaints.) They required: no gifts, neither that 
Iſrael. (This qualifying expreſſion ſeems art- 
fully intended; fince they only required David to 
deliver the men to them, that they might kill 
them.) But that ſeyen of Saul's ſons ſhould be 
ſurrendered to them, that they might hang them 
up, unto the Lord t. David, not with-held by 
any motives of gratitude toward the poſterity of 
his . unhappy father - in- law, in direct viola- 

: tion 


I — 


Sam. XXl, 2. 3. 1 Ver. 6. 13. 
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PDavid now, thinking himſelf ſecurely ſettles, 
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tion of his FRY to Saul, at the cave of Engedi *; 


granted the requeſt he muſt himſelf have infti- 


| gated +: ſparing only Mephiboſketh; who 


luckily was ſo unfortunate as to be a cripple, 


and fo much a dependent on David, that he 


had no room for apprehenſion from him. He 


therefore reſerved Mephiboſheth, ' in memory of 
another : oath, between him and his father Jo- 


David's conſcience was of convenient dimen» 
ſions : he was under obligation by two oaths ; 
he forgot one, and remembered the other. It 
was like that of Creon in Oedipus, who, being 
interrogated concerning his conſcience, replied. 


77, my ſlave, my drudge, my ſupple glove, a 
I My upper garment, to put on, throw off, 
As I think beſt - tis my obedient conſcience. 


was 


os | 


* 1 Sam. xxiv. 21, 22. 2 Sam. xxi. C6. 


AFTER GO OWN HEART. 77 
vas moved both by God ® and by Satan f, to 
cauſe his ſubjects to be numbered: which is, 
oddly enough, imputed as a great ſin in him 
to require : for poor man he was but a paſſive 
inſtrument in the affair. Even David ſhould 
have his due. The prophet Gad, by divine 
commiſſion, called him to account for it: and 
as a puniſhment for David's crime, propounded 
to him for his choice, three kinds of plagues, 
one of which, his ſubjefs thereby neceſſarily in- 
_ curred. Seven years famine, three months per- 
nnen 


David choſe the latter. 


| I may be as well to wave this tory, as ts : 
enter into any more pantieniar conſideration 
of. it. 


We have now attended David down to the 
decline of his life; when his natural heat o 
| far 


— 


” — 


* Sam. xxiv. 1. | + 1 Chron. xxi. 1. 
t 2 Sam. xxiv, 13. 1 Chron, xxi. 12. 


| retain a proper degree of warmth, His phyſi- 


13 THE HISTORY OF THE MAN | 
far decayed, that no addition of cloathing o could 


cians preſcribed a young woman to cheriſh him 
in his bed, by imparting to him a ſhare of juve- 
nile heat +. This remedy may be very expe- 
dient in caſes of extream age; but why beauty 
ſhould be a neceſſary quality in the medicine, 
is difficult to conceive. They fought a fair 
damſel; and the damſel they found, was very 
fair g. Poſſibly David might himſelf direct the 
, delicacy of the choice: but if his phyſicians 
intended it as a compliment to their maſter, it 


indicated a very inſufficient knowledge of the 


animal ceconormy ; thus to ſtimulate the old 
man, and harraſs a carcaſs already ſufficiently 
worn out: whereas, a virgin of homelier fea-' 
tures, would have furniſhed an equal degree of 
warmth, at the ſame time that ſhe would have 
been leſs liable to put wicked thoughts in her 
| patibne s head. However, the hiſtorian has“ 


taken care to inform us, that the king knew _ 
8 ber 


1 e „6 


„ 
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1 Kings. i. 1. Ver. 3. t Ver. 3. 4. 


riſes, there does not appear the leaſt reaſon to 


While the king lay in this debilitated extre - 
mity of life, he was deſtined to experience. yet. 
another mortification from his children. Ado», 
nijah, his eldeſt ſon, ſince the death of Abſa- 
lom ; taking advantage of his father's incapacity, 
like a. fool aſſumed the title of king , which, 
had he been a little leſs precipitate, would have, 
ſoon have fallen to him, perhaps, without con- 
| teſt, He found means to allure. Abiathar the. 
prieſt over to his party, together wich David's, 
old general Joab: the latter, it is probable,. 
being ſufficiently prone to revolt, ſince the affront, 
Amaſa. Thus ſtrengthened, it is paſſible he; 
might have maintained his anticipated dignity z- 
powerful fiiends: he made an entertainment for, 
| £ his 


"I 


_ »„— 
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1 Kings i. 4. t Ver. 85. 
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His party, to which he invited all his brothers; 


except Solomon . But, what ruined him, was 
his not inviting Nathan the prophet; it was 
there the grudge began: and the excluſion from 


this merry bout, cauſed the prophet's loyalty to/ 
exert itſelf by. which' might probably have been 


e by « a due Or" 15 n your 
| __ | 


r "Bb not the honeſt reader accuſe the writer 
of putting a malicious conſtruction upon every 


tranſaction he produces. Pray, reader, turn 
to your bible: in the tenth verſe of the firſt 


chapter of the firſt book of Kings, you will 


5 find a remark that Nathan was not called to the 
feaſt. The very next verſe begins, WuRERE- 


FORE, Nathan ſpale unto ee le LON 


_ , & c. 


n wind Beth Wöbs contertel bs weh Dao 
vid of this matter ; "where the . * | 
* a” | could 
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AE I Kings i. 9. 10. jd ; + Ver. T4 Fl hs Ver. 13. 
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could not forget his loſs of the banquet, but, it 
| being foremoſt in his mind, he complains to the 
king of it, in an earneſt manner ; but me, even 

me thy ſervant——hath be not called ® ; which 
ſpoke the cauſe of his officious loyalty pretty 
plain. David here acknowledges a promiſe by 
which he waved the right of primo-geniture, in 
favour of Solomon, Bath-ſheba's ſon +. He now 
directed him to be ſet upon a mule, proclaimed 
and anointed king of Iſrael; by his appoint- 
ment 1. The acclamations of the people upon 
this raree ſhew, diſturbed the oppolite party at 
their table; and this event, ſo unexpected, 
quite diſconcerted them; they all diſperſed ; 
and Adonijah ran to the temple, and took ſanc- 
tuary at the altar. He obtained of Solomon a 


conditional promiſe of pardon | ; depending on 
his good behaviour J. 


* 


n en, 


_ 8 —_— » 
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LY Kings. i. 26. + Ver. 30. t Ve. 33. 36. 
$ Ver. 41. 49. 50. l Ver. 52. 
Solomon ſoon found a ridiculous e- 
nough ; but ſufficient in his eyes, to get rid of Ado« 

nijah: when his _ was dead. Z 
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And now, methinks, ſome gentlewoman, of 
| more than feminine patience, whoſe curioſity 
has prevailed with her to proceed thus far, may 
i here exclaim. It muſt be granted, Sir that 
* David had his faults ; and who has not ? but | 
© what does that prove? only that he was a man. 
If he was frail, his repentance was exemplary ; 
as you may perceive, if you can prevail with 
« yourſelf to read ſome of his pſalms. Indeed, 
< after. your in- treatment of the ſeripture, it 
will avail little to tell you that you contradict 
| © thoſe inſpired penmen, who expreſsly ſtile David 
Th, the mangfter God's otun heart. Nay, your writing 
en againſt him under that epithet, ſhe ws ſufficiently 
c the rancour and impiety of your heart; ſo that 
= 7.4 I am fearful there are ſmall hopes of reclaim- 
11 © ing you. Good madam ! hear me calmly, | 
and we ſhall part excellent friends yet. Had 
David not been ſelected from the reſt of man- 
| | kind, why then—it is pofſible—hardly poſſible 
1 ( be might, paſs in the graſs, witk the reſt of 
1 yy But, when he is exalted and placed in a 
[i | .  Con- 
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conſpicuous point of view, and repreſented ag 
an eminent example of piety ! he then neceſſa- 
rily attrafts our notice in an eſpecial manner : 
and we are naturally led to wonder that a more 
happy ſubje& of panegyric had not been choſen, 
If he was an holy pfalmift; if he is filed the 
man after God's own heart; he alfo. lived the 
life I have exhibited: and his capability of unit- 
ing theſe extreams, does but augment his guilt ! 


Yet, even in his pſalms, he frequently breathes - 
nothing but blood, and the moſt rancorous re- 
ſentment againf his enemies. Of theſe take a 
| ſpecimen or two, from the elegant csg out, 
of that tranſeendant pair of geniuiley, MeScurs 
Thomas Sternhold, and John Hopkins; in re- 
commendation of whoſe verſion, and the taſte 
of our countrymen, it may be truly aimed, 
that their pſalms haye gone through more edi- 
tions than the works of any other poet, ot 
brace of poets whatever. 
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i Pfalm viii. 22. 23. 24. 


Au he ſhall wound the head of all 


His enemies alſo, 


2% The hairy ſealh F ſuch as en 


In wickedneſs do go. 


From Baſon 1 will bring, ſaid he, 


My people and my ſheep, 


And all my own, as 1 have done, 


4 


— ; 


4nd els them dip their feet in blood 
| i Of thoſe that hate my name; ; 
be tongues of dogs they ſhall be red 


F rom dangers. of the deep. 


1 th Aer of 4 the _ | 


- -Agpin, in Palm Ixix. 24. 25. 26. 27. 


Ford, turn their table to a ar- 
To take themſelves therein, 


And when they think full well to fare, 


0 

27 
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Then trap them in their gin. 
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ann 
eee * them find 

Themſelves in thrall tobe» 


Pour out thy wrath as bot „ 
That it on them may fall, | 

Let thy diſpleaſure in thine ire 

Tale bold upon them all. 


A. deſarts dry their houſe diſgrace, © 
Their ſeed do thou expel, ' © © 
That none theres poſſeſs their place, 

Nor in their tents once dwell, j 4 


Nor was his wrath confined to hon king of 
the Amorites, and Og king of Baſan., For 
writing from the life, he in the laſt verſe. of 
the 137th pſalm, thus addreſſes Mrs. Babylon, 


who has misfortunately continued to this day an 
object of hatred for every good proteſtant: | 
Tra, happy ſhall that man be call d, 
That takes thy little ones, 
And daſheth them in pieces /mall 3 
Asgainſt the very ſlones. 
5 8 A verſe 
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A verſe which is expreſſed with rather more 
pathos by another couple of ingenious verſifyers, 
Tate and Brady z who thus chant in concert, 


Thrice ble, whi with juft rage poſſeſt, 
And deaf to all the parent's moans, 
| Shall ſnatch thy infants from the breaft, 


And daſh their heads again} the flones. 


| Very pious gjaculations for whole congrega- 
tions to ſing to the poi and glory of God / 


I I'do not taſk myſelf u nls ſock oppo- 
ſites; there are commentators who love theſe 
Kot affairs; to them they are left. You 
plead his exemplary repentance ; is it any where 
£6 be found but in the plalms? By their fruits. 
Je hall now them. If David was ever truly pious, 
we fall certainly perceive it, in his behaviour on 
his death-bed. There, it is to be hoped, we 
ſhall find him forgiving his enemies, and dying 
in charity with all mankind. This is what all 
mankind in general make a point of; from the 
ſaint 
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faint to the malefactor. David therefore mult 
certainly give us an extraordinary inflance of 
his attention to this important evidence of con- 
trition. But what ſhall we think when we fee 
this Nero of the Hebrews die in a manner uni- 
form and conſiſtent with the whole courſe of 
his life? What will be our refleftions when we 
find him, with his laſt accents, delivering two 
murders in charge to his ſon Solomon ? One of 
them to be executed on his old faithful general, 
Joab ; who powerfully aſſiſted him on all occa- 
fions, and who adhered to him in all his extre- 
mities; till at the laſt, when he had juſtifyable 
cauſe for chagrin : but who notwithſtanding had 
not appeared againſt him in actual hoſtility. It 
will avail nothing to plead the private faults of 
the man; we are now to conſider him as rela- 
tive-to David, in his public capacity. In which 
light we muſt loath the maſter, who died me- 
ditating black ingratitude, An; 
uſeful a ſervant. 


His other charge was againſt $himei, who” 
(IF gi 7 reviled | 
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reviled David at his retreat from Jeruſalem, dur- . 
ing Abſalom's rebellion ; but who made his ſub- 
miſſion to David when he returned victorious: 
and whoſe pardon David had guarantied As 2 
** oath *. 


Attend we now to the cauſe of theſe refleQions. 


_ After exhorting Solomon on his death-bed, to 
keep the Ratutes of the Lord ; David proceeds. 


© Horeover thou hnoweft alſo what Foab, the 
fon of Zeruiah, did to me, and what he did 20 
the two captains of the hoſts of Iſrael, unto Abner 
the fon of Ner, and unto Amaſa the fon of Fether, 
whom he flew, and fhed the blood of war in peace, 
and put the blood-of war upon his girdle that was 
about his bim, and in his ſboes that were en Bis 


fort. | 


- Do therefor * to thy wiſdom, AND LET 
NGT HIS HOAR HEAD GO DOWN TO THE 
GRAVE IN PEACE *. 


I This 


2 N A 1 n . ä , _— p94 


72 Sam. xix. 23. .+ 1 Tings ii. 5. 6. 


_ 
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| This was afterward fulfilled in the baſeſt man- 
her, by the adminiſtrator to this pious teſtament, 


David concludes thus. 

And behold, thau haſt with thee Shimei the ſen 
of Gera, a Benjamite of Baburim, which curſed 
me with a grievous curſe, in the day when I went 
to Mahanaim : but be came down to meet me at 
Jordan, and I. fware to him by the Lord, ſaying, 
J will not put thee to death with the fword,, 


Now therefore hold him not guiltleſs : fur theu 
Art a wiſe man, and knoweſ what thau oughteſt 
to do unto him; BUT His HOAR HEAD BRING 
THOU DOWN TO THE GRAVE WITH BLOOD®. 


So ſaying, he expired ! 

This command was alſo executed in a man- 
ner, worthy the ſon of Such A Father 
Io take. a retroſpect view of the foregoing 
narrative z 
vo". — pin —nee conan — — —— 


N 2 
* 1 Kings ii. 8. . 
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narrative; we may in few words ſee the ſum 
total of the whole. A ſhepherd youth js choſen 
dy. a diſguſted Levite, to be the inſtrument of 
His revenge upon an untractable king. To this 
end he is inſpired with ambitious hopes, by a 
private inauguration; is introduced to court, in 
the capacity of a harper; and by knocking 
down a giant with = ſtone, whom, if he had 
miſſed once, he had four more chances of hitting; 
and from whom, at the laft, he could have ea- 
ſily ran away; he was advanced to the dignity 
of ſon-in-law to the king. So ſudden and un- 
looked for a promotion, within ſight of the 
throne, ſtimulated expectations already awake - 
ned; and Saul foon found reaſons to repent his 
alliance with him. Being obliged to retire from 
court, he aſſembled a gang of Ruffians, the out- 
caſts of their country, and became captain over 
this company of Banditti, In this capacity he 
ſeduces his brother-in-law Jonathan, from his 
allegiance and filial duty ; and covenants with 
him, that if he obtained the kingdom, he Jo- 
nathan, ſhould be * in authority 


under 
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under him. He obtains a ſettlement in the do- 

minions of 2 Philiſtine prince, where, inſtead | 
of applying himſeif laudably to the arts of culti- 
vation, he ſubſiſts by plundering and butchering 
the neighbouring nations. He offered his afliſt- 
ance to the Philiſtine armies, in the war againſt 
his own country, and father-in-law ; and is 
much diſguſted at their diſtruſt of his ſincerity. 
He however availed himſelf of the defeat and 
death of Saul, and made a puſh for the king- 

om. Of this he gained only his own tribe of 
Judah: but ſtrengthened by this uſurpation, he 
contefted the remainder with Saul's fon, Iſh- 
boſheth. Upon a quarrel between king Iſh- 
boſheth, and his general Abner; the treacherous 
Abner entered into a treaty with David, en- 
gaged to deſert his maſter, and eſtabliſh him 
over the whole kingdom. *This however the 
death of Abner circumvented : but the aſſaſſina- 
tion of Iſh-boſbeth by two villairs with inten- 


tion to pay their court to the uſurper, | compleated 
it at one ſtroke. He is now king of Iſrael. In 
which capacity he plundered and maſſacred all 
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his neighbours round him at diſcretion. He de- 
filed the wife of one of his officers, while her 
huſband was abſent in the army : and finding ſhe 
was with child by him, he, to prevent a dif- 
| coyery, added murder to adultery ; which be- 
ing accompliſhed, he takes the widow directly 
into his well-ſtocked ſeraglio. He then repairs 
to the army, where, taking a City named Rab- 
| bah, he uſed the inhabitants with the moſt 
wanton inhumanity. A rebellion is raiſed a- 
1 gainſt him by his ſon Abſalom; which he ſup- 

| preſſed, and invited over the rebel - general, to 
= whom he gave the ſupream command of his ar- 
my to the prejudice of the victorious Joab. 
Aſter this he cut off the remainder of Saul's fa- 
mily, ſeven ſons, in defiance to the ſolemn oath 
by which he engaged to ſpare that unhappy 
race: reſerving only one cripple, from whom 
he could have no apprehenſions: and who, be- 
ing the ſon of Jonathan, gave him the oppor- 
tunity of making a merit of his gratitude, When 
he lay on his death-bed, where all mankind re- 
fign 1 their reſentments and animoſities, his lateſt 
„ breath 
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- breath was employed in diftating two poſthumous | 
murders to his ſon Solomon ! and; as if one 
crime more was wanting to compleat the black 
catalogue; he cloathed all his infamous actions 
with the moſt conſummate hypocriſy : profeſling 
all along, the greateſt regard for every appear- 
ance of virtue and holineſs. 


Theſe, Chriſtians ! are the outlines of the | 
life of a Few, whom you are not aſhamed to 
continue extolling, * 
heart! 


This, Britons, is . the King to whom your 
late excellent monarch | is compared ! & 


What an impiety to the majeſty of Heaven? 


__—_ — — an hone 
prince | 


_ Ie ue en l e er ls 
moirs takes his leave of a ſtory, of which, by 
this time, he is ſufficiently weary, He enter d 

upon 
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upon its however, from honeſt motives; and 
he concludes it with the conſciouſneſs of having 
performed a work, which he flatters himſelf | 
will prove acceptable to all who entertain ade- 
quate notions of the eternal reQitude of the 
creator, whom they profeſs to adore. - Thoſe who | 
eſtimate a man's religion by his implicitneſs, 
and think it their duty to ſtifle their living ob- 
jections i in compliance to the dead letter; (for 
objections they will have, and very ſtrong ones 
too) ſuch will undoubtedly be ſhocked at this - 
Publication. Such will produce numerous texts 
in oppoſition to what is here produced ; and can 
inſpired writings be inconſiſtent with themſelyes ? 
It is not at preſent neceſſary to diſcuſs that queſ- 
tion. Argue that point among yourſelves ; the 
printer will at leaſt profit by your Ny 3 
RW you may happen to | 
E xplain a thing till all men doubt it, 
And write about it, Goddeſs, and about it + 
So ſpins the filk-worm ſmall its Pender fort, 
Aud labpurs "till it clouds i ſſeſf all v'sr. 


» 
to WER — ?m.— IP 2 ̃ [—lñt x 


This 
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This, yet, is none of my concern. The love 
of truth is a motive which ought to ſuperſede 
every other conſideration : for every other conſi- 

 deration is inferior, in compariſon with it. Truth 
requires no tenderneſs in the inveſtigation of it ; 
and ſcorns all ſubterfuges. It is, when dif- 
* 
— . Soigch bright, 
On char, I and n ligbt. 


To reſcue eruth, therefore, from obſcurity | 
_ _ YO OR 
„„ 

Glery to God in the bixbef: end x cerh peace 
3 | 
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t Should any perſon imagine it worth bis 
gulls ro half ve this Progblet in robbie 3 the ve 
tber will not think himſelf ſufficiently refuted, by 
levi am partieular inaccuracy or miſtake, which 
"inadvettency mey have cadifed, inſiſted upon: a 
very or two of fuch a nature being frequently 
all the flender foundation on which many a pom- 
ous tower of aſſault is erected. He will not ſub- 
ee eee 
| the poſitions here undertaken to be eftabliſhed : 

_ namely, the turpitude of David's heart. and, of 
| con ce, the total diſagreement between his cha- 
un, and that of our late worthy Sovereign. 
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